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Influences of azimuth on the local earthquake
magnitude measurement
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Abstract: Azimuth is one of the factors that affect the local earthquake magni-
tude measurement. In this study, we collected the earthquake events from 2007
to 2015 recorded by the Hubei regional seismograph network. Using the digital
seismic waveforms, we measured the magnitudes of the local earthquakes in the
Hubei area and calculated the magnitude differences from those published by the
China Earthquake Networks Center. To deep understand the influences of
azimuth on the local earthquake magnitude measurement, the average magni-
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tude deviation and standard deviation in each interval are statistically analyzed.
Taking each digital seismic station as the center, the earthquake events recorded
by each station are divided into 12 intervals with 30° as an interval. The results
show that except the 24 non-earthquake intervals, in the remaining 300 intervals
the average magnitude deviation less than 0. 3 accounts for 81. 7%. Further-
more, deducting the 14 intervals with only one event, in the other 286 inter-
vals, 98. 3 percentage of the azimuth standard deviation is less than 0. 5. After
azimuth corrections, both the average magnitude deviations and the azimuth
standard deviations of each interval decrease, indicating the influences of
azimuth on the measurement of local earthquake magnitude decreasing. There-
fore, it is necessary and meaningful to correct the magnitude deviation caused by
different azimuths.
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Fig. 1 Distribution of Hubei digital seismograph stations (triangles) and

seismic events (circles) used in this study
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Table 1 Statistics of seismic events with different azimuths

G T Il I I\ N VI I Wi X X Xl X
FHT.& 3 1 4 9 9 32 97 88 22 27 8 6
KiE& 2 1 67 19 35 39 4 18 53 14 26 2
Bis 46 240 54 19 2 3 — 3 4 6 3 19
BEE 24 4 11 48 73 200 390 85 54 9 35 11
ks 329 198 21 13 — — 4 — 3 11 5 50
wWis 25 - - 1 — — 21 33 33 53 19 70
HITE 25 13 16 23 17 6 16 26 303 129 26 17
wmta 4 10 60 29 4 1 — - 3 28 15 6
FN& 36 185 228 13 4 — 2 4 3 — — —
BG4 66 25 1 5 62 52 22 31 33 14 4
MEs 11 14 36 36 29 25 18 208 452 61 30 16
BILE 5 10 10 8 1 4 1 3 9 58 37 13
AEgE 11 15 25 5 — — — 1 3 19 78 21
TG 5 11 11 12 36 137 169 45 24 14 5 5
KM & 1 3 6 60 28 15 14 32 116 18 8 29
Wiks 18 11 9 4 2 — 4 2 14 7 147 22
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BT A 16 46 53 9 3 2 1 1 3 19 20 5
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Fig. 2 Distribution of earthquakes with different azimuth interval for 27

stations (R is epicentral distance)
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Fig. 3 Distribution of average magnitude deviation AM; with different azimuths for 27 stations
Green denotes that the local earthquake magnitude is smaller than the final measurement, and red
shows a relatively larger value than the final earthquake magnitude. The radius of every

region represents the scale of magnitude deviation
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Table 2 Statistics of standard deviations with different azimuths

Bl 1 11 Il I\ A i I VI X X X M
FHLA  0.55 — 0.26 0.31 0.26 0.24 0.17 0. 20 0.11 0.23 0.13 0.10
KA 0.99 — 0.20 0.19 0.26 0.16 0.33 0.24 0.22 0. 30 0. 44 0.14
BEiEd  0.33 0. 36 0. 36 0. 36 0.14 0. 10 — 0.15 0.58 0.26 0.31 0.41
mEA  0.31 0.15 0.28 0.24 0.37 0.23 0.23 0.26 0.24 0.17 0.27 0.25
wigs  0.22 0.18 0.21 0.33 — — 0.18 — 0. 30 0.27 0.13 0.23
#igE  0.26 — — — — — 0.31 0.20 0.29 0.20 0.19 0.22
HI1E 016 0. 20 0.18 0.28 0.21 0.34 0.24 0.21 0.21 0.23 0.22 0.18
mfEa 0,22 0.13 0.18 0.22 0.29 — — — 0.42 0.23 0.17 0.18
FINE  0.23 22 0.18 0.25 0.25 — 0.14 0.26 0.26 — - -
BEILE 0,22 0.16 0.19 — 0.18 0. 32 0.31 0.38 0.30 0.25 0.34 0.15
WS 0.25 0.23 0.21 0.26 0.19 0.22 0.29 0.15 0.20 0.25 0.19 0.23
WILA  0.18 0.31 0.21 0.42 — 0. 32 — 0.29 0.24 0.28 0.31 0.34
HEA 0.28 33 0. 36 0.17 — — — — 0. 40 0. 34 0.27 0.21
T4 0.15 .36 0.25 0.19 0.25 0.31 0.29 0.21 0.17 0. 30 0. 30 0.35
Fiti N & — 0.12 0.21 0.23 0.23 0.24 0.24 0.24 0. 27 0.27 0.27 0. 26
wWiga  0.28 .43 0.21 0.34 0.78 — 0.41 0. 35 0.28 0.16 0.29 0.29
’E - 0.17 0.33 0. 44 0. 30 0.18 0.06 — 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.13
EHEA 0,07 0.22 0.27 0.21 0.19 0.25 0.29 0.21 0.25 0.24 0.32 0.28
HTE 0.19 0.15 0.22 0. 30 0. 10 0.07 — — 0. 45 0. 27 0.29 0. 22
MIA 0.32 0.34 0.25 0.27 0.27 0.19 0.22 0.23 0.29 0.22 0.18 0.20
HEHA 0.33 0.33 0.22 0.16 0.32 0.29 0.15 0.23 0.26 0.21 0.28 0.29
HEE  0.26 0.18 0.32 0.31 0.29 0.23 — 0.38 0.16 0.35 0.26 0.26
G 0.16 0.22 0.45 0.22 0.18 — 0.17 0.31 0.21 0.28 0.16 0.31
s — 0.10 0. 30 0.26 0.21 0.26 0.26 0.21 0.21 0.29 0 —
BIFEA 0.29 0. 36 0.19 0.25 0. 35 0.28 0.41 0.20 0.23 0. 30 0.32 0.21
friig  0.38 0.21 0.17 0.28 0.21 0.18 0.26 0.25 0. 57 — 0. 20 0.17
ES 0.19 0.19 0.20 0.23 0.17 0.28 0.23 0.28 — — 0.26 0.22
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Table 3 Azimuth correction values of Hubei digital seismography stations

Al 1 i i I\l V VI I Wi X X Xl )i
A 0.07 0. 60 0 0.26 0.14 0.08 —0.12 —0.04 0. 10 0.13 0.14 0.28
K#ES  0.20 0.20 —0.02 0.05 —o0.11 0. 04 0.45 0.14 0.08 0.07 —0.15 0.50
RBiis  0.04 0.07 —0.11 —0.22 —0.10 0. 60 — 0.13 0.05 0.13 0.33 0.01
BHAE 0,21 0.08 0.25 0.13 0.12 0. 45 0. 36 0.33 0.34 0.24 0.25 0.18
Wiks  0.06 0.09 0.02 0.02 — — 0. 40 — 0 —0.07 0.12 0.05
wHEE  0.13 — — 0.50 — — 0.56 0.53 0.11 0.11 —0.04 0.05
#1716 —0.01 —0.05 —0.18 —0.11 —0.02 0.17 —0.05 0.05 —0.31 —0.21 —0.18 —0.06
mfa  0.60 0.26 0.23 0.18 0.00 0. 40 — — 0.07 0.13 0.29 0.35
FINE 0017 0.08 0.05 0.22 0.33 — 0. 60 0. 20 0 — — —

BRIk E  0.50 0.21 0.34 0.20 —0.12 0.01 —0.20 0.20 —0.09 —0.12 —0.16 0.23
MEE  0.05 —0.01 0.07 0.07 0.13 0.23 0.05 0.19 0.11 —0.01 —0.02 —0.02
WILA —0.16 —0.22 —0.24 —0.09 —0.30 0.40 —0.90 —0.17 —0.34 —0.28 —0.30 —0.25
HEA 0.36 0.08 0.10 —0.16 — — — 0. 20 0.53 0.15 0. 04 0.24
+HEH 0.38 0.33 0.08 0.08 0.12 —0.09 0.05 0.32 0.58 0.38 0. 36 0.38
FM & 0.40 0.47 0.22 0.10 0.36 0. 30 0.11 0.10  —0.06 0.08 0.06 0.18
WA —0.05 —0.31 —0.07 —0.20 —0.45 - —0.15 0.15 —0.12 —0.03 —0.22 —0.22
WA —0.40 —0.22 —0.22 —0.22 —0.07 0.02 —0.43 —0.60 —0.11 —0.07 —0.10 —0.18
A 0.35 0.10 0.03 —0.15 —0.07 0.15 —0.06 —0.01 —0.02 0.15 —0.04 0.16
BT HE 0.09 0.25 0.15 0.28 0. 40 0.45 0. 30 0. 40 0.27 0.21 0.18 0.26
Ml E —0.05 0.11 0.01 —0.05 —0.23 —0.01 —0.06 —0.07 —0.20 0.18 0. 26 0.15
HEA —0.06 —0.10 0.22 0.19 0.08 0.29 0.53 0.31 —0.03 0.11 —0.09 0.09

HHEAE  0.05 —0.01 0.21 0.29 0.19 0.07 — 0.10  —0.10 0.06 0.20 0.13
FA#r & 0.03  —0.07 0.10 0.27 0.35 0.40 0.70 0.22 0.19 0.33 0.12 0.22
BTG & - 0.10 —0.03 —0.06 —0.14 —0.27 —0.24 —0.16 0.03 —0.01 0.40 —
BiEEA 0.06 —0.02 0.02 —0.06 —0.09 —0.16 0.13 0.35 —0.13 —0.03 0. 04 0.07
e 0.04 —0.27 —0.33 —0.23 —0.21 —o0.21 0. 06 0 0 —  —0.05 —0.22
1¥4E  0.07 —0.07 —0.14 —0.01 —0.06 0.07 0.19 0. 30 - - 0.31 0. 10
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Table 4  Statistics on local earthquake magnitude corrections for the 2016 Badong
M, 3. 2 earthquake and the 2017 Zigui M, 4. 2 earthquake

I BAEE AR M3, 2 LRI My4. 2 pa BAEE AR M3, 2 BIAEFR I My4. 2
Y Y
" Az/° My M. Az My M, " Az/° My M. Az My, M,
FHIT.H  214.75 3.3 3.3 199.48 4.2 4.1 B &  257.73 3.3 3.2 248.22 4.4 4.3
KiES 261.97 3.1 3.2 254.79 4.1 4.2 WutE  305.10 3.4 3.2 302.71 4.3 4.1
B G 41.66 3.1 3.2 66.61 4.0 3.9 RINEG 278.18 — — 273.36 4.6 4.5
A 201.63 2.6 3.0 177.40 3.2 3.7 Ak 237.83 3.5 3.5 220.78 4.3 4.3
Ik A 12.71 3.2 3.3 37.31 3.9 4.0 WT A 290.52 — — 287.75 3.9 4.1
WS 279.92 — — 276.83 4.0 4.1 MG 249.66 3.0 2.8 185.77 4.3 4.2
I TH  268.80 3.4 3.1  253.22 4.5 4.2 HEH 290.43 3.1 3.2 268.50 4.3 4.3
s 292.05 3.1 3.2 288.99 3.9 4.0 HEG 319.46 2.5 2.7 326.48 3.9 4.1
FN& 60.05 3.2 3.3 76.79 4.2 4.3 PR & 283.48 3.3 3.6 280.24 4.3 4.6
FEIRE  268.34 — — 263.38 4.5 4.4 EPE4S 182.50 3.9 3.7 172.39 4.4 4.1
MES  254.80 2.9 3.0 228.58 4.1 4.3 Ph¥EH 267.43 3.5 3.4 256,00 4.3 4.2
WILE  286.86  — —  280.38 — — riid 175.25 3.2 3.0 162.10 4.4 4.2
AHEE 304.88 3.2 3.2 303.68 1 4.1 igE  156.72 3.1 3.2 149.78 3.9 3.8
+iEE 192.29 3.5 3.6 178.37 4.4 4.3
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Fig.5 Magnitude deviation distribution of seismic stations before and after magnitude correction
for the 2016 Badong M, 3. 2 earthquake (a) and the 2017 Zigui M, 4. 2 earthquake
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