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Research on uncertainty of upper limit earthquake
magnitude in potential seismic source zone
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(Institute of Geology , China Earthquake Administration , Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: The upper limit earthquake magnitude (M,) means the maximum
magnitude of earthquakes occurred in the potential seismic source zone. The ex-
pected probability of the earthquake with the magnitude exceeding the upper
limit tends to zero. Using error and logic-tree analysis, this paper analyzed in
detail and finally presented the uncertainty of upper limit magnitude given in va-
rious ways for potential seismic sources of various types.
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TEAERR IR XA R G L PR, T B8 e X 32 T A 72 U DX AR B 1 7 305 2l 17 200 M0 Ml 72 A o
AEZF BT 5E . AR UK AT DL i DL JLA R AR 4R 5 «

D) X B 2 A ad Wi U 1t 72 ) R A R DR DX 3 R AR AR P s R B A T SR Ml 7
SE MR ATV, A 2R X St 52 BB LU R D S M R O SR A N ) 2R LA AR
s, T EIC B MR R AL 7 GLL b WIAT RUIA O AT S LIORGC BB 19 f R R R ]
PARERZIBTERR IR X A AR LR AR 0 TR, R ARt 2 X (R D). il
W T V8 A 2 T X007 o b A RIS A WO R L R E A 8.5 G SN I AE R TR

Db =i BNAE. Besh, DIA5 S MRt sE e b, X 2 A R AR I AR 9 (— it M<<7.5) it
FEvPAl . JIW C A B B R R RARE AU R L R QAN RE . U AT AR 4% 5 14 3t 72 3% 2l 4y i
. PR A T A DK L R R M AR N 6 (R LR E N 7.5 %

(% 2).

F1 WERBEXER FRBUESRK 2 WAERRUR X AR R b BRIE R i
3 S 7 5% A [ K7 5 7% 7 R > ik
Table 1 The cases with upper limit magnitude Table 2 Appropriately enlarged upper
being equal to maximum magnitude of limit magnitudes based on
historical earthquakes historical earthquake data
WERBX AR RRPTRWERE  RRER WERBX AR RRTLMERR  ERER
I U 81 8.5 JE L 7.8 8.0
=9 8 8.0 ok 62 7.5
B 8 8.0 K 61 7.5
% I P4 T 7.5 e it 63 7.5
T L7 T+ 7.5 b5t 6 7.0
[ 2 7 7.0 SRS 6 7.0

2) X T ARIC BB WA M 72 9 R X, LR G b PR — B i X ik v A R U X M AR
oy i R a5 R PN AR A M DX AT PR A L AT T IR W . U AR HARZ . s BT
G SRR AT 3 SR A B SR Ty o, Betk . MEEN 1. DLRIR
VA i M M B L R AR 4. 0 B 2 R 22 2 G A R TR X PN s R W R A e AR 1
s B IE A S RE L VIR XA SRR BBRE N 7.5 G TEA AR R B R M X
JOR S bR AT DIAR 4 © 225 G 09 e Ry MR AR OB 2. Bl 4, BT 7% <6 Wi 28817 Y 28 K 12 1L
B S 5L o i 52 3 A b 3 e L R 200 eeny BT ) o 0 2 2 0 T R A B8 -4
PRI R 2R R PR LV A AR U X I AR 4 H PR E O 8.5 G, N B2 R T L T 244 1) - R A B
I AR GO SR B MRS RIS AT 2 U S P DA T 849 AERR YN T T

MR B A AR AR I B, BOZIEAERR IR X I AR g B BR%E D 8 . SLAn . B s As s i AE R IR IXC
TR ST T A B 8 SRR 10y BT . P AR g B FRE D 8 4.

3) g — Pl E T A R PR X AR g L BR A IR ARt o MR 9 A 2 R DX A T J2 3 S B R
PEGE R LR R AR S MR RR R R I R R AT T A A AR IR TE R IR X RR 4
FR A2 B R4 (W45 L 1999).
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. — PR Y AR B NIEN A E 1 (aleatory uncertainty) 5 55 —Fl 2 F AT AR By
ANH 28 P (epistemic uncertainty). 06 T B FORE BE R BRI . BT 7 >k 0 76 0 22 T8 76 72 U3
DX N 2 R BT 2 G S B A B R R LR R SR 1 IR 25 R TR A U R 2
SEATEIS HEAT PEAL s 1 B 2 A AR BRSO A R, Al 1S 2 L AR U IR B
WIERBEXER LR, HERETES, XERHZEM TGS,

1 ARAFERINBEERXER LRATREEIEN

1.1 BEEREXELRLIRNESEXARMERHELIMMEZREE

e G b BREUE 5 B R BAR b 72 5 7y sl i 7 5% OAH ) B V8 FE AR U DX N A e s
2R DX 43 A7 e B M R g b B 35 T W 2L 0 VA D Vs A R U DX PN ) TR D R T L R TR A
AR DX N A KT I 24 DR, WIS T A R U DX R G R AN E 1 AT A SRV TE R
XA ETEREAT.

Ward (2000) 5 R E# A — M H L ZER AL, BHLIH 4117 # X (San Francisco Bay Re-
gion) £ F B )2 1906 4 IH 42 11 KRR J5 ARk 3000 a M5 AE 7 4. %587 M Hb 58 & A= 1Y)
AT FEAT . FIEAHSRWTZ (BO WA T AR . LA s b 52 05 W2 1 09 AL 45 0 A 15 3 1 2 1
M AR Casperity) (1 @ A o IR B4R T T )2 T80 |45 TR AL 0 2L 5 BE B A5 B A B[] R
JE A TH 4 1L M X R R & il H 3¢ (synthetic catalog), 45 Hi 58 & ¥ Wi 19 R 52 16 3h K
(Ward, 2000, [& 8). MiZE Al LLE . &% 7550 Wi W 207 K ok 3000 a & AE{R 1906 4F
My 7.9(Ward, 2000, B 8 H8f —17% Z 4D M 2F BRI 7k, HEXH N
My 7. 8.

1t Ward 25 i BN GG R b 20853 W 240 Rk 3000 a K AR 1906 4 My =7.9
(Ward, 2000, K& 8 Hr&s—47%5 — 5D IBFEM 2l LR F AR B R My 7.8, /T 1906
AETH A I K H R My 7. 9. 3X £ %8 5 H ok F My SRS RLA OC. W72 18 b 45 A N 44 1) 43 A1
S L5 BE () 2 2 A AT & R R O A ERE. fE Ward B9 A iy DL 1906 4F 1H 4 1L
My 7.9 K H 2 W T2 b (R LA J A 15 31 36 22 7520 07 W7 22435 B )28 10 7 1M1 7 4 Casperity) 43
A JREPAEE G T2 AL A B 2R . SO R . AROR R AR Y A i
T 2 T A P B 2R R R A AN R A I ) B W 4 L 7 B HC R I Y b 7R AR RV R O
KT 1906 4EIH A IR AR My 7. 9.

AR Ward BERULFEAE A H S8y KR . (BTG AT s X 3 [] — DB 2407 (B & AR Tl A il 2R R
B A ) 3t G2 R AR 2 AR /N, 2920 0. 1 SRy, X BUR HIBRCH 0. 1. 25 JE 21 JH 52 90 AH 22
0. 1 BRI , HBH AR ARG A 22 40 %0 LA b [ G AR XE BE AR B3R BT A5 1 4538

R R AR R S P R 7EFRE . AR M AR Kk AR A ORI 4 o I SR Ml AR (8 T
1900 £ LAFD FBACHL AR, Ty s s th T 5ORDRS B2 BR . HR Ry /MR oy 1/4 5B
B, BACHRR I Ry 0.1 AR . U, RS IR 22 /0 B e (PR g . 1983), Iy s Mg i
WZEN 1/4 R HAAHENA 0. 1 LA,

H T () — W 245 (B 2 A R R e S R ASE 1 S [) b 7% 72 19 22 591 (0. 1 B G B ) 15 Hb 7%
R O R IR 2E AR T ST PR AR A 58 25 AL R R (BR 22 . 1983)
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X oy N [A]— W7 2 (B e AR — U M R FR R B AN T 2 M s o, N [R)— BT 2RATT (BB &
Az [ — KA A AN [ L 52 52 9 1) AN B € M5 o, ARG B E A B E M. i AN (D3]
[F) — Wy 28 (B e A= e — MU D ot 3t AR FR M AN Wi S8 P 0. 27 SRR AL s R A BN RR
R ENEN 0. 14 FRFFHAL
L2 RUFEHENEBERRRERLR

R AT IE . ST A E IR AE AR IR X R S B IRA 3 AR 00 . — AR e AR IR X
LA B 5 395 Bl R AROE 2N R Gk HUE O 2R AR 1 S5 [A)D 5 02 % T i AR 10 48 3 5 O 11
R AR IR IX . HLRR G b PR — M o X 32 995 7 7 AL IX 3t R A 3 4 - M A PR A 48 X
Fr e LB IE e B E CRBY 2) 5 = RAE A il s A 85 iy X, R B R T LUAR 98 E &8
5 A foe Ky ML AR R R (R BY 3) . LG [R] 4 5 2 e 23 ik DAAE 19 28 36 A i 32 WL iy
E P TARRR S b RSB E VIR TR A X R ATZ A T A 4 i

T3 ) 2L IR R K 1B R TR Bk 3 R O R g b RO i E T R B L (A
D, XX 2o g AT AL GX OB SFE RO 4o

S OWEIT S RS ERAE
PERIE5 R (R 5). o 5
1.3 MEENMHERMESERER S0
XEMENMBERERER LR il r
WS EREERAETHZEDBE 0 . . |
R . LN 0.2 = 0.5 0.2.‘5’0.5 0.1 9/..25 0.5
MRS . Ri . L8 HOR S w8l 5 K1 o #3
HO R R R W0 e RGBT AM BT 45 3, AN o
VAU R X R B BRI 5% (K. T AR AR IR DR AR L
GREFME. BIRRER—-MHBSH AREECRELSR
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o limit magnitudes in various type of
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i
4k

6 Ff1 B 90°.

K2 Wells fil Coppersmith(1994) 3 F K FEA KL, 7 T 2 ERAS [A] 28 7 b 52 W
J2 1 e Al B BE (surface rupture length, f#] %5 24 SRL) Kl 241 1 (rupture area, fdj5 H
RAFEHHER My AR KRN, R WC E5 KR,

X E W bR A
My = 5.16 +1.12 1g(SRL) o =0.28 (5
My = 3.98 4 1. 02 Ig(RA) o =0.23 (6)
P IERE A
My, = 4.86 + 1. 32 1g(SRL) o= 0.34 )
My = 3.93+1.02 Ig(RA) o =0.25 €))

A, o MARHEZE. X e 2 00 ¢ R A A5 21 3% K 24 (B B R E Hb 78 10 R ) My,
(F 3.
3 WC L5656 2215 B 1) 38 W K 24417 5 bl — S A B 18 78 b 78 e R Rbm o 22

Table 3 The maximum potential earthquake magnitude and its standard deviation of Jinci—Chaicun

segment in Jiaocheng fault zone obtained by WC empirical relations

SR Wah K WC &5 r ] A ol T % 7 LA R
FH My PRERE Ms PR M P 2
WCHLRBHRKES iE 7.06 0.28 7.38 0.301 7.2 0.279
HRAARK R 1F I 7.10 0.34 7.41 0.357
WC i E RS ERLCS 6.81 0.23 7.17 0. 255
HBRRBm R iE B 6.76 0.25 7.12 0.273

TEW B AR WC B2 CRM, 2% BB RER My 5T RR Ms Z [8] 1 5%
[, £ Wells F1 Coppersmith(1994) () TAEH, SiT45 K Ms 46 5. 7—8. 0 K Z [A] A,
My 5 Ms Z KA ZEZR, BN My=Ms(Wells, Coppersmith, 1994),

S:br b 18 Wells #1 Coppersmith(1994) iy AR, 2§ My <<6. 5 i, My >Ms; i 24
My >>6.5 i, My<Ms(Wells, Coppersmith, 1994, & 1). 4. B T % 0= g0 &
LA G U R 2R, Wells F1 Coppersmith $# X A9 Ms N EE M REHR ., 5],
I R Il 1 T 8 7 2 =2 TR 5 AR 58 A AR T 4 X0 i =F 45 (20060 AR SE . X T 7 Lk BR gk,
] KBl T R A SR E R G K 0. 1 RRRHAAL. KL, 7 WC L5 5¢ & rh I 15 /0 i
e My 48y v [ R Bl 69 187 P R S Ms . FRATTAR 4l Wells A1 Coppersmith (1994) J 3¢
CMT H 345 W h E KR 1973—2008 4 Ms6. 9—8. 0 B ZE S My G (£ 4, &Kil15
X PR R R R AN

My = 1.412 + 0. 845My c=0.11 9
A, MERECH 0,96, ATLLE T «=0. 01 MK P A 5.

o bid WC 2256 56 28 (X 5—8) 15 3] 114 5 3ol Wy 2445 5 A7l — 2 A B i AN ] 22 36 O 22 45 i)
() e RIS TE MR AR AR g, R AR 4 2 (9D s e 245 BI9% A8 16 B f RV 7 b 7 1) v 51 K Bl
MRS T3 3 . H, iR AR bR, 1983), i g5 L iybnifE 221 —
B B4 : o Vot Fob. . o AWCEE £ R R MR ELE, oo W (O WIFRIE 2. X
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# 4 Wells Fl Coppersmith Jz CMT H 3 45 i A 56 rb [ Bl 78 2 8 9
Table 4 Earthquake magnitude data digested from Wells & Coppersmith’s
research and Harvard CMT catalogue
R B ARy B My o [ K il T 5% % Ms iR R
1973 4 7E 7.47 7.6 Wells #1 Coppersmith(1994)
1975 4E6 I 6.99 7.3 Wells F1 Coppersmith(1994)
1976 4E B 1L 7.46 7.8 Wells 1 Coppersmith(1994)
1976 4FHA 6.71 7.2 Wells fil Coppersmith(1994)
1981 43l F 6. 64 6.9 Wells #il Coppersmith(1994)
1988 41 i — Ik 7.13 7.6 CMT of Harvard
2001 4En] 0] Py H 7.8 8.1 CMT of Harvard
2008 4Ff 5 T 1 7.1 7.3 CMT of Harvard
2008 4E 7)1 7.9 8.0 CMT of Harvard

L B 2 N A A AR R A B
A T BT A A S B A e KT T Ml R
(18 v [ K i T 0 R G S H b o 22, o X
() FNZ (4) 15 232 Wy 2L B fse K TE b 52 7=
R RARMEE A LR (E 3. F 2).

2 W5

HITAT E8 6 AN [W] 3 422 45 3] 19 ¥ 78 722 01X
R BB, R R R BT, B4R
T HBNATEEZE R GR D).

NG ), R 5 oA B2 B
SR AR R R X, AR IR 2 e, AT
HEARHER ERAFEESE RN 1o,
BPE R LR+ 10 ML N 68% B 5 X
(6] 5 X e 2 R v A R R X, AR R R
ZERRIE X LA R S b B S B T 4
RN 1,650, BIHAER IR 1. 656 (13 [
R 90 Y6 BAF X IAL. S FH 3 2 25 B BF 5%
AR S A CR T, RIS Y A X .

BEAk . 38 R R AR . AR SCE
(R T g 4245 30 1 15 A 7R R IX AR ) 1 R 1Y
AN EPE HOE NS " % BRI AN
Wi . SO R AL T A T R AR B B L
TEAE R R X R G b R A X K/, (R TR
i3 25 BUAE B ok ) T 40 02 78 5% 1 46
NP RS, T TE R X ER L
RRAS Bffy o PEAF 52 A B 3 — aF R ) 4 i

0.8F

et

& 2

S Ik I S
52 B KRR R A

Tl o g 2k M 22 A5 43 il s WC il 4 T AR 4 7R
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Fig. 2 Distribution of the maximum potential
earthquake magnitude for Jinci—Chaicun
segment of Jiaocheng fault zone

The 4 thin broken lines from left to right are probability
density function of magnitude. The former 2 lines are
derived from the relations between rupture area and
moment magnitude for normal and strike-slip faults, re-
spectively, and the later 2 lines are obtained from the
relations between surface rupture length and moment

magnitude for normal and strike-slip faults, respective-

ly. The black line is the weighted computation result
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Table 5 Upper limit magnitude uncertainty for various type seismic source zones

e e K5 R F B I % T ERARER R Wk
T E R _ Y
7 5 22 A 0.27(1. 650) REGHT

Sy R U 5B : .
WA 3 7 0 A ) O a5 BRI

R4 V8 7 7 U5 X LA Y

MR S T 2 0-35(1. 65¢) ZAR
Hic 2 3 0 A E S 0.38(1. 650) B
RNV MR M0 7 3 3 0.31(1. 65¢) B
A7 7 2 B2 R %AW R AR (o) BT
T 3 K S S Fo LR (10 2T

TRTE A2 TR X A2 b R 4 A 2 P A G 5 AR X R TR 7 Y TR AR 0 9 5 S i o
KB Z Bz A E . BT A 56 ] MR B A FE A B I T R IR A e
PE . JF ) iz S B B 4 ) A i T K ek ik (Petersen ez al , 2008).

T AT R 2 . A% A B 1 24 45 0 AR 0 58 AR g B o B — Y oK 25 R R ff i
P R b BRME LA S e v E AR R X BT S i R R AR ). AR BN KA AR AE W A R R I A
FEH . RIS RAER — RV HE , HEGAR Z AR T b v AR IR X R BB, R,
7 TR 5% 45 TAE R 78 00 % 0 A m VR IX AR 1 B A AN 52 P o X6 T 2 v L 52 1 B 1 40 A7
97K Bl b R X Ak 4 L XN R A a0 = 4k . o SRR BRI .
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